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Hockey has never looked better now that 
Samsung is the official HDTV of CBC’s Hockey 
Night in Canada. Period. Period. Period. 





Quick Tour Bluetooth 


Colendor Contocts 


& 


Emo Memos 


4 volume 2 








number 3 





The latest and greatest, slickest and 
sickest. 


It may be assembled in Malaysia with parts 
from Taiwan, but the idea is pure Great 
White North. 


Phones that are smart so you don't have 
to be. 


Blu-Ray or HD-DVD, LCD or plasma? Xbox, 
PS3 or Wii? 


Gadgets designed to take a beating or two. 
Three, if you've got energy left over. 


Armani suit? Check. Snake skin shoes? 
Check. Pimp cane? Check. Stylish watch? 
Knew you'd forgotten something. 


And other misleadingly titled, tool-related 
features. 


Live out your deluded childhood fantasies 
with the latest spy gear. 
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My Treo Quick Tour Bluetooth 





My Treo Quick Tour Bluetooth 
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Big news! We're expanding our editorial 
scope beyond just consumer electronics 
to include many of our readers’ 
other professional and_ recreational 
indulgences. Hence, our _ slightly 
modified new name... hub: consumer 
electronics & more. 


Our readers have repeatedly asked for 
more, so we'd be crazy not to listen and 
capitalize on the attention they already 
pay to us by giving them more of what 
they want. 


Each issue of hub: consumer electronics 
& more will now inform our already 
established 64,000 readers about 
all the latest and greatest consumer 
electronics, men’s accessories, 
beverages, automobiles, entertainment 
options & more. 


Readers will find the revamped hub 
lighter, funnier, more diverse and 
informative. The look and feel of the 
redesigned hub: consumer electronics 
& more is definitely more hip and edgy. 


Advertisers will benefit from the broader 
coverage of topics and the stronger, 
broader, male predominant readership 
drawn to each redesigned edition. 


beverages 

From the traditional to the exotic, hub 
writers will regularly review “the cause of, 
and solution to, all of life’s problems: 


gadgets and accessories 
Boys and their toys — Whether it's 
the latest in watches, shavers, fashion 
trends, tools, & more, hub writers will try 
it, review it and tell it like it is. 


automobiles 

From vintage to concept, and everything 
in between, each issue of hub will explore 
the automotive scene and offer expert 
advice to help readers steer through the 
myriad options and offerings. 


entertainment 

Video games, CD and DVD movie 
reviews to help readers, pick, play and 
purchase. 


Mission: 

To explore and give expert opinions, in 
a fun and friendly manner to our male 
predominant readers, the huge and still 
growing consumer electronics market, 
as well as other gadgets and pastimes. 
Our goal is to demystify the buying 
process by helping readers to identify 
and integrate new technology, trends 
and products into their lives. 7 
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Concept cars and a glimpse of what's to 
come... or not. 


We've had a few and we're feeling feisty. 
Look out. 


From movie theatre to home theatre, DVD 
releases worth waiting for. 


One's an intergalactic bounty hunter, one's 
a decapitated film noire detective. 
Beautiful. 


A close shave with some high-end electric 
shavers. 


The best of the brain denting ballet that is 
pro football... virtually speaking. 


Tech makes the ultimate fashion statement. 


A glimpse at what's to come in 
hub: consumer electronics & more. 
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Why have four wheels if you're not going to use them? 


The Subaru Legacy, IIHS Top Safety Pick Gold Award Winner* comes standard 


with Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive. All four wheels working together. For more 
traction and more control. 


subaru.ca * Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). See iihs.org for more details. 


. eae, 





Think. Feel. Drive. 
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Editorial 


A year spent away from hub and the daily goings on has opened my 
eyes a bit. Technology is cool and it's useful, it's interesting and it’s... 
cool. It's a lifestyle. You’d miss it terribly if it wasn't there. But you may 
not care to read dissertations on why it's important. 


You're more likely to have a beer while playing a video game or watch 
the latest TV series on DVD than you are to have a Bawls or a Mountain 
Dew, oft referred to as the “nectar of the geeks” for all-day, all-night 
gaming or programming sessions. 


That's the idea behind this newly redesigned magazine you're reading. 
We'll keep it reasonably light. hub: consumer electronics & more is 
the younger, prettier sister of HUB: Digital Living, which itself is being 
re-branded HUB: The Computer Paper in a return to its 20 year-old 
industry roots. 


Sure, she’s the older and wiser sister and knows more than a few 
tricks to keep you interested and connected, but we're shinier, younger 
and arguably, more fun. We also have our big sister's vast knowledge to 
draw upon, so we don't need to guess which products are good — we've 
already given them an in-depth look before they grace our pages. 


This first issue of the new hub: consumer electronics & more is 
bundled alongside HUB: The Computer Paper, so you're welcome 
to compare and contrast. It's a logical separation: one magazine for 
the gear-head geeks, and one for a wider audience, which, of course, 
welcomes the gear-head geeks with open arms. It’s like one big family, 
you see. | swore | wouldn't cry... 


In this issue and the issues that follow, we'll bring you the latest 
and greatest in gadgets and gear, and not just because we're fans of 
alliteration. We'll bring the ultimate in attainable living room kit and the 
best of tech to take with you. We'll bring some perspective on how to 
wear it all with style. We'll bring the games, music and movies. We'll 
bring tough tech that takes it like a man. We'll bring all sorts of stuff... & 
more. All from a Canadian perspective. And we'll even bring the beer. 





Whether you work, study, live or play in Toronto’s downtown core, or even if 


you're just visiting, you now have access to Canada’s largest WiFi Internet 
network. Use your WiFi compatible device within One Zone by selecting the 
SSID: One Zone_High Speed Internet and start surfing! 


www.onezone.ca 


CUVEE 


RIM 

$299.99 — $499.99 

(three-year - one-year contract) 
www.blackberrycurve.com 

With the sleek look, 2MP camera, 
memory expansion and trackball of the 
revolutionary BlackBerry Curve combined 
with the full QWERTY keypad of 
previous BlackBerry devices and Global 
Positioning System (GPS) built-in, the 
8310 has got all the right curves. 


Killer feature 


QWERTY meets trackball 
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SIERRA WIRELESS 


AirCard 595U 


SIERRA WIRELESS 
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ee nny ae “Seriya 


PASeA EL WII MS aller elt UT San er ae] A CUM SUC 1 MR aa TCH eT 
Urol TeLNL em Uae) CUT Sa CU ead od Pea feta) A) cee eC CUUIM Lam EELS CLS 
cordless VolP phone for Skype that doesn’t require a computer. 

Traditionally, Skype users need to be attached to their-PCs, using a keyboard and 
Wet) Fe] Cee ea] SME TT TSI RU eA RSI LCG CLU MUSH 
the phone itself, so all you have to do is connect your Internet line to the back of the 


nena ese M aN CN NRT CM MIPIM rIUCR UF a Om ML GnTAn nT 


your contacts are available to answer calls is available via a full colour screen, which 
displayseyour Skype contact list as well as online status information. The PC-free phone 
also doubles as a traditional cordless phone. You just plug your landline into the back of 
te charger base. 

Uist e ica aU SMELT PLM TUL CUAL LCUU THM Steel lL Cam CO am Te 
PATE (SIL Tee TMC RE UTeM OD CUTeLm tC M) CELCOemE eLPAO 
com. How's that for irony?) 

WLM Ae mT Cia mH) MIE Me ICEL EM ICL CMS aU Hem ULM OM EDs tele 
Internet, as opposed to a traditional landline, to make calls. In general, VoIP service is 
THINGS AUNT oR UPLB CCLULCUIE IM HIRAM APIA LIMO LITY RI ELIT h 
PASM g CLM eM TT ML an Cea CM) CLT CAMHS CRSA 
there is no cost to call another Skype user.) Several companies offer VoIP services. Skype 
is among the most popular. 


TMM Eee reese OMNIS eMC MCR MULCH UE Lat ar) 
a built-in wireless modem or card slot, the AirCard USB Wireless Modem from Sierra 
Wireless will provide mobile access to Telus’ wireless high speed EVDO service (as 
well as the enhanced EVDO Rev A). Compatible with Mac and Windows, the device 
plugs directly into your computer's USB port. It has a built-in battery and comes with a 
docking cradle. 


CARP a CCRC IMIR OM CIIC OOM RANE RUT r Reem 0 
rent (for one day or the entire event) that provides full access to live video, audio and data 
feeds - the same feeds provided to TV broadcast crews. You can select between in-car 
driver cameras, the main F1 international race broadcast, team radio audio (including 
driver-to-pit conversations), live public address commentary and radio play-by-play, real- 
time race timekeeping, leaderboard and statistics, time delay replays, biographic files on 
teams and drivers and more. We can smell the controversy now as F1 teams rent these 
things to get a leg up on the competition. 


RIM’s latest smartphone, the Blackberry Curve 8310, has built-in GPS with pre-installed 
SIPING SEA ALUElOSIN MUTE NUT MH lect SMae MT EEN (CUMULUS) eC 
to hold your music collection and a 2MP camera with a built-in flash and zoom. You 
can use it to send emails, text messaging, browse the Internet and. instant message via 
TANI SUH ULUAU MCT N| Me) am ieee ISCO Teor COUT me Cede 
Bluetooth. The 8310 comes with a USB cable for transferring files to and from your 
computer. You can also use the device as a wireless modem for your laptop. The battery 
will last up to four hours talk time. The BlackBerry Curve operates on the GSM network. 


For Life. 


All of our 

notebook 
cases offer 
a Lifetime 
Warranty. 
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smeartonones so you dont have to be 


By Andrew Moore-Crispin 
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Nothing screams sexy like a_ virtual 
corporate leash that keeps you connected 
to the office 24/7. Bonus points if it has 
a silver sticker proudly proclaiming the 
device as “Property of XYZ Corporation 
Inc. IT Department.” 

Your employer may not see the importance 
of a device's sex factor but you presumably 
do. Perhaps you’re eyeing the iPhone, 
awaiting its proliferation north of the 49th 
parallel. Maybe you're craving the Curve, 
BlackBerry's latest and a far cry from the 
decidedly unsexy but infinitely usable 
devices past. Perhaps it’s the Windows 
Mobile offerings that have got you all 
hot and bothered, wrapping a sleek shell 
around a Windows offshoot that is coming 
in to its own. That said, perhaps you're 
one to wear geek stripes proudly and opt, 
whenever possible, for open-source, now 
turning your lustful gaze to the GUPP, a 
Linux based smart phone that has a face 
only a mother could love. 

Whatever. Don’t bother us with your 
indecisiveness. We've got a magazine to 
run here. 


TL tae 





BlackBerry is like an aging parent trying desperately to be | 
cool while teetering on the brink of a generation gap. It’s rare oe 
in that it is succeeding without betraying its core; it’s like your 
teenaged friends grew up some and started to see that your 
Dad is actually a pretty cool guy as opposed to the Dad that 
comes to pick you up from school in a Mazda Miata sporting a 
fake and bake tan and a gold chain in his fluffy white chest hair 
while grinning salaciously at all the girls in your class. 

Or something. 

Upping the desirability of its iconic BlackBerry devices while 
staying true to form, the BlackBerry Curve brings to trackball 
navigation, video and music playback, 2MP camera and 
memory expansion via MicroSD of the popular Pearl and the 
full QWERTY keyboard of its predecessors. Still notably 
lacking is the WiFi that would push the device from “wow” to 
“holy @#$%...” 

New additions to the device include BlackBerry Maps, 

aiming to replace Google Maps Mobile as the go-to mapping 
application for its users. While the interface needs some work, 
support for Bluetooth GPS units in the 8300 (and built-in 
GPS in the 8310) for real-time mapping is one thing hardcore 
users can check off from the “want” column. This Bluetooth 
GPS support extends to the latest version of Google Maps for 
the BlackBerry too. 

For successfully toeing the line between must-have business 
device and sexy bit of kit, we nod discretely toward the 
BlackBerry Curve in the hope that it might buy us a drink or at 
least come over to say "hi." We're pretty sure we'll still respect 
ourselves in the morning; this has all the earmarks of a long- 
term relationship. We wouldn't call it love just yet, but that's 
only because we've been hurt before. 
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Samsung SCH-u7/40 

Price: $149.95 (three-year contract) 
$379.95 (no contract) 

Available from: Bell Canada 


The u740, while in dire need of a catchier name, is a flip 
phone with a difference; opening it vertically gives a portrait 
screen and the number pad you're used to (along with a 
bunch of buttons that are rendered useless in this mode) 
while opening it horizontally gives a full QWERTY keyboard 
and a landscape screen. 

When closed, media buttons on the front allow you to skip 
and pause tracks, assuming you’ve opened the media 
player using the phone menu, to play tracks off the MicroSD | - 
card (128MB card, enough for about 30 songs, included). | . ow ow Meena a 
A secondary, low res screen displays track info and, in : | 7 . I Ib 5 
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camera mode, can be used for self-portraits. | a f 4 | 
This is a more entertainment focused smart phone. Don't i ,B Ee Pa Sin Le | 
expect a great deal of help in getting life organized, though it al oe a 2 o ¥ caw | 
can sync with Outlook or other email / scheduling programs. es uy) | Ja 
For an extra $5 a month, you can use the “Windows Live” j | one a | 


service for checking Hotmail or using Messenger. Not being 
able to use the web browser or several other applications 
where the full QWERTY keypad would be useful while in 
landscape mode is an irksome quirk. Does that make it 
quirksome? 








HTC 6800 Bells cone QWERTY 
Price: $199.95 (three-year contract) Pca Sr) SNites aie ASENIY av 





$599.95 (no contract) 
Available from: Bell Canada 


The meanest of the mean, the HTC 6800, available from 
Bell, offers up Windows Mobile 6, a full slide-out QWERTY 
board, a 2.8-inch TFT screen, 2MP camera and WiFi. While 
not the prettiest phone / PDA hybrid we've seen, it’s all 
business and has power left over. 

If you’re crazy enough to sign over three years of your 
life in the form of a contract, the HTC 6800 can be had 
for just under $200. The price quickly climbs to more 
like $600 if you're unwilling to sign anything but a 30-day 
term contract. 

As a Windows Mobile machine, users get native support for 
popular Office attachments along with easy integration with 
home and office PCs in addition to a whole wide world of 
after market software both free, shareware and fee. 
There's a strong entertainment hook here too with MP3 and 
video playing native...not to mention the wealth of games 
available for Windows Mobile. 

With more wireless connection options than something with 
slightly fewer wireless connection options, you'll never be 
left wanting whether in a WiFi zone, a Bluetooth personal 
area network or on the move using the GSM / GPRS or 
EDGE network. 


Cap = = Fn 
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There's nothing worse than building the ultimate home 
theatre and then finding it’s the penultimate a year later. DVD 
is old technology; established and engrained, but conceived 
in the pre-HD days, showing its age. You need look no 
further than the shelves upon shelves of DVD players for 
under $40 at your local big-box retailer for evidence. 

There are benefits and detriments to both Blu-Ray and 
HD-DVD formats and which format is going to be the one 
that survives is beyond the foresight of our crystal ball. It’s 
unlikely the formats will coexist for any significant length of 
time though; look at the Betamax and VHS war for evidence, 
along with the less publicized format wars that have been 
fought starting with cylinder vs. disk recordings in the pre- 
gramophone days. 

That said, if you're really rich, buy, buy, buy. Heck, buy 

both. The quicker the R&D costs of these new formats are 
covered, the sooner a winner can be crowned. The sooner 
the winner Is crowned, the sooner the supporting players 
will be on sale for $39.99 at the variety store, bringing them 
more in line with what the rest of us can afford. In these 
format wars, it's invariably the consumer that suffers most. 


Single layer: 25GB Bly-Ray Single layer: 1968 
Dual layer: 5068 ee Dual layer: 3068 


For technological 
achievement, 
Blu-Ray. For 

0.1mm disc durability 0.6mm 
and potential 
for resurfacing, 
HD-DVD. 


290 as of Sept 4. 

2007 (including 278 as of Sept 4, 
32 limited-time 2007 
releases) 































Blu-Ray’s limited 
time only releases 
aside, HD-DVD. 








4 Managing 
Member companies, 
131 general and 
contributor and associate member 
member companies companies 


Native on 1 ; Add-on for Xbox 
Playstation 3 Nintendo Wii 360 


Sieaoromem ~ S600 - $1000 | H0-DvD ~ $400 - $1,000 


~$31 (2K, 256B) | 9) ony ~$91 (1X, 1568) 
- 1.24/68 “ - $1.40/6B 


~ $24 - $1 for 
~ $20 - S4/ for a Dacia : 
single-disc studio | Blu-Ray a single-dise studio 
20th Century Fox, 
Walt Disney Studios, Blu-Ray 
Sony Pictures, 
Warner 


| film 
film 

*According to www.engadget.com 

**Based on an informal online survey 


18 industry players 
on the Board of 
Directors, 190 










Blu-Ray 



























Universal, Warner, 
Paramount 
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High-end display 
50-inch Widescreen Plasma HDTV 50PC5D 
LG; www.lg.ca $2,500 
Herein lies perhaps the biggest and most difficult decision in 
creating your home theatre. 
While the LG model pictured doesn't offer 1080p (progressive 
scan), the 50-inch 480i/480p/720p/960p/1080i plasma set is 
still a hit. 
The only way to really make the decision as to which particular TV is 
for you is to go to a specialized home theatre or electronics retailer 
and take a good look at the display models. On the showroom 
floor, these are all tuned to give the best possible picture in this 
context and often, not the best indication of what you're really 
getting. Make the salesperson work for his or her commission 
and ask to poke around in the menu systems of displays you've 
shortlisted. Bring along some of your favourite movies and see 
how they look. Set brightness and contrast to 50 per cent on all 
the displays to get a better idea of how they compare. 


Wired for sound...wires not included 

Yamaha HTR6060 

Yamaha; www.yamaha.ca $700 

For the price, you may think there should be more in the box. 
However, the truly ultimate comes at a price. Forget “home- 
theatre-in-a-box” options; too many compromises are made to 
create a system that’s palatable to everyone but spectacular to no 
one. With more inputs than you likely need, covering everything 
from your old school turntable to the latest HD-DVD and Blu-Ray 
formats and full 7.1 sound, the HTR6060 and similar products in 
its class will truly blow the roof off. 


Fence sitter 

Super Multi Blue Player BH100 

LG; www.lg.ca $1,500 

If you're not quite ready to throw your hat in the ring on either 
side of the Blu-Ray vs. HD-DVD debate (or perhaps, debacle) 
but still want the bleeding edge of high-def content, LG has you 
covered. 

Like many companies and presumably a good number of 
consumers, LG is not quite ready to commit to either side of the 
argument. The LG Super Multi Blue is a dual-format player that 
plays both HD-DVD and Blu-Ray discs. 

While you're not likely to build a mixed media library by purchasing 
90 per cent Blu-Ray and 50 per cent HD-DVD discs, you'll at 
least be spoiled for choice on your next visit to Blockbuster or 
Rogers Video. 


K-LFE Low Frequency Effects 
ButtKicker; www.thebuttkicker.com $230 
It's not enough to hear the window-rattling bass as a fleet of alien 
aircraft sweep low over a post apocalyptic New York city or cringe 
as your favourite NFL player is dealt a bone crushing blow at the 
twenty yard line. Butt Kicker wants you to feel it too. 

The same technology that sends strange but not altogether 
unpleasant vibrations to your nether regions in some Imax theatres 
is available at home. Attaching out of sight under your couch, the 
Butt Kicker turns low frequency sound into vibration giving your 
ultimate home theatre the edge it so richly deserves. 
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Get in the game 

Xbox 360 Elite 

Microsoft Xbox; www.xbox.ca $500 There are two main options in direct view display tech 
for the home theatre: plasma and LCD. Neither format 
is inherently bad and both offer their own distinct 
advantages. LCD's primary claim to fame is its much 
lower set weight and size as compared with screen size 
and lower power consumption. Plasma wins in creating 
true blacks (an area LCDs tend to struggle with) and 
in their near instant response time. Whichever display 
tech you choose, you won't be unhappy. 


Criteria | Plasma | Victor J LCD 
mounting or 


el Brighter than LCD | Push Matte screen 
installation. 


in a darkened looks better in 
Plasma simply Plasma 
sounds cool. 



























































Indefinite for the 
LCD panel itself, 


Consider that a 
30,000 hr half life 


Fragile and 
potentially 


tempermental affords 16 years | the backlighting 
with an estimated | of 4-6 hrs of TV | will eventually 
effective half life | per day and it go. Estimated at 


of 30,000-60,000 | becomes a moot 
hrs. Needs point. Unless you 
refreshing when | watch TV 24/7, in 
or before half life } which case you 

reached. likely have bigger 
problems to 
contend with. 


about 60,000 hrs. 









Creating a true 
black using a 

back light is a 
contraditction in 
terms. 


No back lighting | Plasma 
means true, deep 
blacks. 





Heavy, likely LCD 
requires 
professional 


Relatively light 
and about two 
inches thinner 
than plasma. 



























Liquid Crystal 
Display sounds 
too technical. LCD 
sounds too much 
like a sexually 
transmitted 
disease, 








room. ambient light. 
Between $1,000 | Push Between $1,000 










(cheapie) (cheapie) 

and $2,000 and $2,000 
(recognized (recognized 
brand) for a 42°, brand) for a 42°, 
1080) set 1080i set 












About 160 LCD, though it’s a | About 175 
degrees small margin degrees 


Average of about 
8ms in mid- 
range options: 
effectively instant. 






Plasma, though 
it's a slim margin 


Effectively instant 
response, as with 
CRT televisions. 
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Olympus Stylus 770 SW 





Throw it in your luggage. Sit down with it in your back pocket. Drop it 
every now and then. Leave it in your car on cold winter day. You can 
even take it out for a swim. 

Fit for a superhero, the Stylus 770 SW will operate in temperatures from 
-10 to 40 degrees Celsius and can be safely stored in environments -20 
to 60 degrees Celsius. Shock-absorption technology protects the lens 
and circuitry from drops up to 1.5 metres (five feet), and the camera 
can also withstand up to 99 kg. of pressure. Rubber gaskets and O- 
rings seal the interior, making the camera waterproof up to 10 metres 
(33 feet). (With the optional PT-035 underwater housing unit, you can 
Camera Armor submerge the camera up to 40 metres below the water’s surface.) A ) 
water-repellent lens coating prevents water droplets from forming on 
the lens, so you can also take shots in the rain. Oh, and did we mention 
the stainless steel body, only 2 centimetres thick? 

Special features include: a built-in manometer that will measure the 
depth or altitude of your shots and keep a record of this data in your 
files; an LED illuminator on the front of the camera that lights up your 
subjects when it’s too dark to see them on the LCD screen; and 24 
unique pre-programmed scene modes, such as Cuisine, behind glass, 
documents and underwater options. 

The Stylus 770 SW has a 7.1 megapixel image sensor, 1600 ISO, 2.5- 
inch LCD screen viewable from 140-degrees, will shoot VGA-quality 
video and is available in six colours. 




























Add some external protection to your delicate digital SLR with Camera 
Armor’s rubberized housing, custom fit to your specific make and model. 
It will fit like a glove and cover every nook and cranny of your device, 
including the buttons. Also included is a clear, polycarbonate cover 
to protect your LCD screen. The rubber also stele a good grip 
while shooting. 







Bell Sanyo 7050 








This cell phone doesn’t joke around. The ultra-rugged Sanyo 7050 
meets Military Specification 810F, meaning it passed extensive shock, 
dust and vibration testing. It comes with a textured Dura-Grip rubber 
surface, raised keys, protective port covers and an extendable antenna. 
It's Bluetooth and GPS-enabled and comes with location-based services 
such as advanced navigation and tracking. With the Bell 10-4 service, it 
can also be used as a walkie talkie. 
) ie The Sanyo 7050 also features a 2-inch QVGA (320x240 pixel) LCD 
B per 21, 87 (wed) fie screen and a 24mm diameter speaker for more volume and clarity while 
Id: iti | making hands-free calls. It comes with a standard 4.4 hour talk time 
| battery, but an extended battery is also available that will last for 7.5 
hours of use. 
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One of the toughest, fastest USB flash drives on market, Corsair's Flash 
Survivor. is encased in CNC milled aluminum, a material also used in 
aircraft part production. An Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer (EPDM) 
seal guarantees water resistance up to 200 metres (650 feet). The flash 
drive screws into a hollow tube case with two end caps and a rubber 
moulded collar on each end to absorb impact force and protect the flash 
drive from shocks and vibrations. It comes pre-loaded with a security 
application that features 256bit AES encryption. 

A 4GB model is also available, but you'll want the 8GB GT for its super- 
fast data transfer rates. This drive reads at a blazing 34MB/sec and 
writes at 28MB/sec. This means a 1.63GB movie will take only 82 
seconds to load on the GT. 

To use the drive, all you have to do is plug it in your USB port. No drivers 
Pelco Mal cleiooior- AA 


f 


Built to last for 100,000 cycles of reading, writing and erasing, the 
ToughDrive claims it will last 10 times longer than any other USB flash 


drive. Customers say it will operate after a full wash, rinse and dry laundry 


cycle: It’s also rumoured to survive being run over by a car. 

ATP'’s ToughDrive line of USB flash drives have tactile synthetic polymer 
housings, absorb shocks and are waterproof (specific specs aren’t 
available). Equipped with USB 2.0, they read data at a speedy 30MB/ 
sec and write at 20MB/sec. They are also simple to operate, with security 
software built-in and driver installation not necessary. Several models are 
available, ranging from 512MB to 4GB in size. 


Here's a GPS device that makes sense. You can use it in your car for 
turn-by-turn directions, take it with you on hikes and also carry it around 
in your boat. This rugged, waterproof, full-featured pocket GPS comes 
with street maps, topographic contour maps, and longitude and latitude 
coordinates in either map or compass format. Additional maps are also 
available on lakes, fishing, marine charts, etc. that you can purchase on 
SD cards (pricing ranges from US$99 to US$199). 


Protected by a non-glare acrylic panel, this LCD monitor can hold its own 
against dust, oil and grease. It comes housed in an anodized aluminum 
frame and cabinet, with a “no holes” ventilation system. 


ATP High Speed USB ToughDrive 


Corsair Flash Survivor GT 
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Garmin’s new Forerunner 50 will monitor, track and record The Bully ($199.95) from Skullcandy is equipped with a 1GB 
your fitness data and then wirelessly transfer this information to MPS player, a voice recorder and can also be used as a flash 
your PC. The wireless communication occurs via the included drive to store data. With one of these attached to your wrist, 
USB ANT Stick, which you plug into your computer. There are there’s no need to worry about theft, buying a protective 
three packages available, which all include the Forerunner 50 carrying case, or accidentally getting it wet (the watch is 
watch and USB ANT Stick: Heart Rate Monitor (US$99) for waterproof up to 100 metres). The battery lasts for five hours 
monitoring and recording heart rates, speed and distance; of continuous play and recharges via USB. 

Foot Pod (US$149) to track and record up to seven hours and 

100 laps of exercise data; or both (US$199). 
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Garmin Forerunner 50 





Skullcandy "The Bully” 


Navigate hiking trips 

For the wilderness adventurer, the Suunto X9i (US$499) 
is an outdoor ABC (altimeter, barometer, compass) 
watch with GPS navigation that can record, monitor and 
analyse your activities. The X9i includes route functions 
such as “Find Home” and Track Back” and also allows 
you to plan and view your routes on a PC. It can also 
predict the weather by measuring and recording air 
pressure and will warn you about upcoming storms. The 
watch is water resistant to 100 metres (330 feet). 


Control your iPod 

Designed for iPod owners who workout, the iControl 
($150) watch from Timex will wirelessly sync to your 
iPod and act as a remote, with play/pause, volume up/ 
down and track forward/back controls. It also includes 
three customizable alarms, two interval timers for speed 
and endurance, a multi-mode countdown timer, 50- 
lap memory recall chronograph and a training log. The 
iControl is water resistant up to 100 metres. 


Check the tide 

Specially designed for the surfer in mind, Nixon's 
Lodown TI ($200) includes pre-programmed tide charts 
for 200 beaches for the next 15 years, a countdown 
timer, digital tide functionality and a wave counter. The 
51-30 ($550), also from Nixon, is a water sports watch 
with exceptionally good looks. 


Suunto X9i Timex iControl 





Manage incoming calls 

Avoid unceremoniously plopping your cell phone on a 
restaurant or bar table by pairing it with a Sony Ericsson 
MBW-150 Bluetooth watch ($199.95). This subtle 
gadget manages your calls by displaying cell phone 
information, such as caller |D, on an OLED display that 
becomes visible only when it is in use. The watch also 
vibrates when you get a call, which you can answer 
or reject with the push of a button. If necessary, you 
can also keep track of your calls in the shower, as the 
watches are water resistant up to 30 metres. 


Polish your look 

While these watches won't perform any tricks, they 
will provide you with a tasteful look. The BMW Men's 
Statement ($209.95) is a classic watch that can’t go 
wrong. And of course, there’s the luxurious TAG Heurer 
SLR ($4,995) with an automatic chronograph and 
natural rubber strap, designed for Mercedes-Benz. 





Nixon Lodown TI 


Sony Ericsson MBW-150 


BMW Men's Statement 





hub:ce’s (misleadingly titled) Guide to betting 


Nailed! 


Nothing says summer like breaking out the power tools and 
forcing your friends to help you build a deck with the vague 
promise of beer and BBQ once the deed is done. Since things 
like carpenter's squares, spirit levels and measuring tapes are 
designed for those that don’t have a natural aptitude for building 
(the same people that have to read the manual, it must be 
pointed out) let’s get right to the power part of the equation. 








Pay no attention to the fact that screws are a better choice < 

when constructing a deck as they won't lift with the inevitable 

expansion and compression that comes in the transitions from 

hot to cold and back again. 

Corded 

The satisfaction of a job well done is second only to the 

Satisfaction of a job done well with power tools. Ideally, with a 

satisfying ka-thunk sound and a mini sawdust cloud announcing 

each stage of the accomplishment. ‘ 

: s 5 

Mastercraft 2-in. Electric Nailer 

$129.99 - 

@ Uses 3/8", %4", 1”, 1-3/16", 1-9/16", 134” and 2” 18-gauge “as 
brad nails 

e@ Adjustable driving force knob 

@ Extended nozzle 

e@ Contact safety mechanism 

@ Soft rubber grip 


Jobmate 12V Nailer 


$79.99 

@ 12 V, 114” nailer 

Uses 18-gauge brad nails up to 11/4” long 
100-piece nail/staple magazine 

Depth adjustment knob 

Includes three-hour charger and battery 
One-year manufacturer's warranty 
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What | did on my summer holiday ... 


Send us your holiday snaps whether the summer vacation 
took you to Africa or Alabama, Brussels or just your own back yard. 


Cait ror at 
| Lisvincmeie 
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Win! Adobe Photoshop CS3 


The cutting edge of digital photo manipulation, 
management, colour correction and much more, 
Adobe Photoshop CS3 is the industry standard 
and a must for advanced amateur and prosumer 
digital photographers. 

Offering an unprecedented level of control 
over your digital images, Adobe Photoshop 
CS3 builds on Photoshop CS2 with dozens of 
improvements. Users can boost their productivity 
with a streamlined interface, enhancements to 
raw-image processing and asset management 
workflows among other incredible improvements. 
Photoshop CS3 brings unrivalled editing power 
with non-destructive filters, more precise color- 
correction controls, and more powerful cloning 
and healing tools. 

Photoshop CS3 is built with photographers, 
graphic designers, Web designers, and _ print 
service providers in mind and is an indispensable 
tool for advanced amateurs to take their digital 
darkroom to the next level. 





The rules: You must use a digital camera to 
capture the subject. Work can be submitted via 
email (contest@ppublishing.ca). Accompanying 
your photo should be the make and model of the 
camera you used, the names of any software 

you used to modify the image and, if possible, 
the f/stop and shutter speed you used to take 
the photo. 

Submit your photographs, along with the informa- 
tion from the form below, by Oct. 15, 2007. You 
can submit up to three photographs, all of which 
must be accompanied by a submission form. 
Entries must be submitted via email. Files should 
be no bigger than 500KB and no smaller that 
3OO0KB. One photo per email. 

Prizes must be claimed by Nov 16, 2007. Winners 
must provide valid identification upon claiming 
prize. The prizes awarded are not transferable 
and cannot be redeemed for cash. To enter and 
to be eligible to win, persons must be residents of 
Canada, and not employees or be domiciled with 
an employee of Piccolo Publishing, its affiliate 
companies, or advertising or promotional agencies, 
The winners will be selected by HUB on Oct 19, 
2007 from among all eligible entries received 

on or before contest close date. Winners will be 
contacted by telephone or email. In the event that 
they cannot be contacted within the first week 
following the contest, another entrant will be 
selected. All entries become the property of HUB 
and may be used in subsequent advertisements 
for the contest. All entries must be submitted by 
their artist and must be original work. 





HUB's Photo Spree contest form. All submissions must contain this information. Send to contest@ppublishing.ca. 


Deadline: November 15, 2007 
Name: 

Address: 

E-Mail: 

Phone Number: 


Title of Entry: 
Camera Used: 

Mac or PC? 
Occupation/School: 
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Arrow Nail Master 2 Nail Gun 
$79.99 

@ Shoots brad sizes: 5/8”, 34” 1", 11%" 
Electric nailer 

14 amps 

Use for moulding and similar applications 
10 ft. cord 

Trigger safety lock 

Surface contact safety tip 

Carrying case 


Cordless 


With the cord out of the way, there’s one less 
danger on the amateur job site. Throw in some 
eye protection and you're golden. Seriously. 
Wear eye protection. We've all seen those bits 
on the evening news about some unfortunate 
soul who's somehow managed to drive a nail 
through his eye. 


P Agora 
aces 





Black & Decker 12V Nailer 


$189.99 
ere “WON, eorelincet ents Above: Arrow Nail Master 2 Nail Gun and below Black & Decker 12V Nailer 
@ 18-gauge 


@ Accepts a full range of 18 gauge nails for 
multiple uses 

@ No-mark tip protects work surface 

Low nail indicator window 

@ Includes two batteries 


Mastercraft Maximum Lithium Jon 


Compact Nailer 


$189.99 

@ Holds 5/8” - 1-1/4” (18-gauge) brad nails 
Magazine capacity: 100 brad nails 

“See through” magazine 

Depth-of-drive adjustment 

Includes: one hour diagnostic charger, 
two 10.8V (1.3 AH) lithium batteries and 
blow mold case 
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She's pretty dangerous, 
but we like that. 









ae 
A 
-<* 
_ 
~ 
= 
e 
on 
“ 
n 


iA, 


(<> 


_— " : _ 
IEW I BAERS 
Bef pif fiw Lh, pies 


od 





Were the Fubar a weapon, 
the person on the wrong 

end of it would find out all 
too quickly that it's true to 
its name. 

Fortunately, Stanley has 
more productive andentirely 

less sinister applications in 

mind for the latest addition 

to its tool line. 

lf your victim is a house 

that is set to be gutted 

and renovated, this is the 

weapon of choice. Part 

hammer, part crowbar part 

nail ripper and board puller 

and all business, a man 

just feels like a man when 

he's breaking stuff with a 

suggestively titled chunk of 

tempered steel. 

When the dust settles 

on the demo site, Fubar 
will again prove that it's 
true to its moniker; your 
house will be “...beyond all 
recognition” and ready for 
its facelift. 


#I$* 
-up beyond all 


recognition 
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Protect your top secret microfiche with the TeleSpy 
Intrusion Detector. Though it looks like an ordinary 
telephone, the TeleSpy shell hides a motion detector 
and microphone. When the TeleSpy detects any 
HILAL LSM TAN OTL Tem DOU CUTE eT CO 
and plays back the sounds. The TeleSpy also serves as 
a working telephone. 


TT a CANE LeSM tO MMe RIC ac ea 8 
the Wild Planet Spy Video Car. The remote controlled 
Tm ME Le MUL MR UCTS CUO CO 1 oan 
screen on the included headset. You can even see in 
the dark with the night vision feature. 





Need a surveillance system to monitor your base 
of operations? The WiLife Spy Camera is easy to 
Te am OMELET Ue MTL O OV Oct a OL 
camera, disguised as a clock, sends live video to a 
USB receiver plugged into your computer. The USB 
receiver can work with up to six cameras (additional 
PTAC SSR eC My Ue MAIN et om 





Whether espionage or counterespionage, Black Spy or White Spy, paranoid 





/ Ome MUTT CLLRS Sea not the Mite ATT TMA MAIN LHL 
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From catching your nemesis in 
oO next 
TT Mes MUI 


Oe 


vith TT Fealetsliaalsiae 
MERE 


When you want to cause a distraction, the Ninja Remote 

is just what you are looking for. Just point the remote at a 
nearby TV set and hold down the mute button. Within seconds, 
TMM MCT UNCCe Mem )eAS 


Weiser Lock SmartScan 


Every secret spy lair needs the security of a Tri-Link Alarm System. Infrared 
beams emitted from each device alert you of any potential intruders. Crossing 
EMME M IMIG CONS UMMA P Cm mTOR TU MeL ILL ACUI 

a second will turn on a siren and a flashing light. Should the intruder be foolish 
enough to breach the third infrared beam, incoming darts will launch from the 
WVHA EGC TM etm CMCC MN Ml mea IRN T MIU M TAT elt 


Tei) 


NT UM MUM a Cae UM COM CL MUM TL mm TUM MI Cclelt me (Te 
Agent Tracker. Discreetly drop a bug onto your subject and then wait for him to leave. 
aM eHI MAU ee TOROS VAI AAS R ROM MIC LEAD 
The Agent Tracker has a range of 40 feet, enough for you to follow your subject 
back to his secret lair. 


Whether a secret lair carved into a remote mountain side in the case of 
the villain or a downtown brownstone with a secret basement room in the 
case of the hero, security begins at home. Carrying a set of house keys 
will create an unsightly bulge in your otherwise form-fitting superhero 
costume. Enter biometrics; the SmartScan from Weiser Lock looks 

TCH MCA elmer tL aN eae Mee meee eT 
MAUR CM UTE eT 


The other one. The one that sees you jetting around the globe, a member Her Majesty's Secret Service WiLife Spy Camera 
with cool cars, nifty gadgets and shaken (not stirred) martinis while trying your best not to get cut and 
cauterized from gonads to gullet in some madman’s fiendish plot for world domination. 
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Japanese for “flow; the Nagare was inspired by natural phenomenon for a 
dramatically “wind-swept” look. This concept car introduced a new surface 
language that evokes the emotion of motion. “Nagare is a dream or an emotion 


that’s just beginning to take shape,’ said Laurens van den Acker, Design 
Division General Manager for Hiroshima, Japan’s Mazda Motor Corporation, 
who revealed the Ryuga concept at the 2007 North American International 
Auto Show in Detroit. “Ryuga extends that idea by adding definition” (Ryuga, 
pronounced “ree-yoo-ga;’ is Japanese for “gracious flow.) 


Rolling out of Ford’s Oakville plant in the summer of 2008, the Ford Flex is 
a crossover SUV that will feature the Microsoft-powered Ford Sync, which 
integrates a voice-activated in-car communications and entertainment system 
with cell phones and MP3 players. With room for seven, the Flex features foot 
rests and an interior refrigerator. 


Undergraduates at Queen's University build a solar-powered vehicle every two 
years to compete in the World Solar Challenge and the North American Solar 
Challenge. Their latest creation, the Aurum, will be racing across Australia 
(from Darwin to Adelaide) in the 3000 km Panasonic World Solar Challenge 
later this month (Oct. 21-28). A Top Canadian Team title winner, the Queen's 
Solar Vehicle Team has designed, built and raced solar-powered, electric 
vehicles since 1988. 


The Dodge Demon concept, a compact, nimble “roadster with an attitude,’ 
was shown for the first time at the 77th International Motor Show in Geneva 
early this year. The vehicle's principal exterior designer, Jae Chung, calls it 
the “attainable” version of the iconic Dodge Viper. Dan Zimmerman, principal 
interior designer, relates the Dodge Demon to “timeless” British sports cars 
with a “purposely functional, not frivolous” interior. “Everything relating to 
the driving experience is emphasized, while that which is not is made visually 
secondary.’ 
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Dodge Demon Roadster Concept 


QSVT Aurum 
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Hacker-Pschorr 

Brau, Munich, Germany 
1516 
www.hacker-pschorr.de 
500ml 

5.5% 

Wheat beer 

Wheat with 

citrus undertones 


This centuries-old beer has 
a cloudy bloom and a sweet 
citrus scent. It's very similar 
to Blanche de Chambly, a 
delicious wheat beer from 
Unibrou in Quebec. 


A "summer beer,” 


any opportunity whether 


presented or created. 
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Pizensky, 
Prazdorj, a.s., Pilsen, Czech 
e Republic 


1842 


www. pilsnerurquell. com 

c -- 500ml! 

A 4.4% 

- Pilsner 

e | _ Light with a 
__ Slight heady, bitter finish 


A tasty, lighter brew 


that is clear with a slight. 


sweetness. Thinking we 
“should have saved this one 
for last as it’s the lightest 

of the beers we're trying... 
_ «Claiming to be the original 
Pilsner; brewed in Pilsen, 
Czech Republic, it looks like 
they’ ve learned some things 
‘in the past 150+ years. This 
is a good beer. 


wv 
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Creemore 

Springs Brewery Ltd., 
Creemore, Ontario 

1987 
www.creemoresprings.com 
473ml 

5.3% 

Pilsner 

Slight bitter with 

a smooth finish 


This non-pasteurized 

Pilsner comes from Ontario 
favourite Creemore Springs 
in celebration of its 20th 
anniversary. It’s slightly bitter 
and finishes beautifully. 
Creemore’s Brewmaster 
traveled the Czech Republic 
to get the low-down on 
making Pilsner and it shows. 





Special 
200 Ann ibersary Relea 
ay 


ve 


2 REX 55% akc /vol oat << 





—, 


_Brawl 


eet lie ig 
es a 


sil 


- 


Zywiec Brewery, 
Poland 

1856 
www.zywiec.com.pl 
500m! 

5.5% 

Lager 

Clean with a 


slight metallic finish 


This one offers a colour 
change label that tells you 
when the bottle is cold 
enough to quaff; like the 

one Coors Light is offering 
but without the multi-million 
dollar budget to hype tt. It's 
clean drinking and stays on 
the palate. Full of flavour, but 
light. It's not too carbonated 
and finishes well, despite the 
slight metalic trace. 
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Svyturys Ekstra 
Imported by: 


Brewed since: 


Contents: 
Alcohol content: 
Type: 

Tastes like: 
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Brewed in: 
Brewed since: 


Contents: 
Alcohol content: 
Type: 

Tastes like: 


10% alc./vol. 
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Grolsch Premium 
Lager 


Brewed in: 
Brewed since: 


Contents: 
Alcohol content: 


Type: 
Tastes like: 





Zlatorog 


Brewed in: 
Brewed since: 


Contents: 
Alcohol content: 
Type: 

Tastes like: 
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By Chad Sapieha 





Blades of Glory 
Format: DVD, HD-DVD 
Studio: Paramount 
Rating: k*** 


You probably al- 
ready know . all 
about Blades of 
Glory—Will Farrell's 
high profile send- 
up of male figure 
skating, which 
earned positive re- 
views when it was 
released this spring. It’s the kind of com- 
edy you'll either love or hate, depending 
in large part on whether you groove on 
Farrell's unique brand of shameless slap- 
stick (which | do). 

What you might not know is that it could 
go down in history as a turning point in the 
current high-definition format war. A cou- 
ple of weeks ago, Paramount announced 
that it would no longer support Blu-Ray, 
and, consequently, Blades of Glory marks 
the first film that they have released on 
HD-DVD and not Blu-Ray (even though 
the Blu-Ray edition had already been an- 
nounced and marketed). 

Did Paramount use Blades of Glory as 
a technical showcase to shed light on 
their preference for HD-DVD? Not really. 
It looks and sounds great, but Blades of 
Glory isn’t exactly a film one watches to 
experience visual or aural delight. Plus, 
the bonus material on both the DVD and 
HD-DVD editions—a throng of featurettes, 
deleted scenes, and a gag reel—are 
identical, save that the HD-DVD ver- 
sion presents much of the footage in 
high-definition. 


Friday Night Lights 
The First Season 
Format: DVD 
Studio: Universal 
Rating: kKxk*** 
ainauceeaccee igh school foot- 
ball isn’t exactly my 
‘ce bag. | have a bad 
r a memory of my phys- 
ic , a ed coach snickering 
aa like one of the mus- 
cle headed boys 
a 4 jin ; under his command 
gabon when | caught a pig- 








skin with my glasses. 

So imagine my surprise at the affection 
| felt for the cast of jocks in last year’s 
critically acclaimed television drama Fri- 
day Night Lights. Ostensibly about one 


season of high school football, the show 
is in reality a study of human relation- 
ships. Sure, there’s plenty of action on 
the field, but it’s simply the backdrop for 
the show's more interesting stories about 
affairs, high school harassment and racial 
tension. 

Apparently, Universal was unwilling to 
fund the development of much bonus 
material on The First Season DVD-evi- 
dence, perhaps, of the studio’s lack of 
faith in the show. We get a quick be- 
hind the scenes featurette, the occa- 
sional deleted scene and not much else. 


300 

Format: DVD, HD-DVD, Blu-Ray 
Studio: Warner Bros. 

Rating: kxk*x* 


Based on a 
graphic novel of 
the same name 
by Frank Miller, 
300 tells the sav- 
age story of how 
a few hundred 
Spartan warriors 
defended _ their 
island against a 
horde of more 
than a million foreign invaders. It’s a bril- 
liantly over-the-top battle picture that 
became the biggest March release of all 
time, reinventing—and reinvigorating—the 
war epic genus with its mind numbingly 
brutal, but highly artistic, B.C. warfare. 
No less than five editions of 300 are 
available, including fullscreen DVD, wi- 
descreen DVD, special edition DVD, 
Blu-Ray, and HD-DVD. The special edi- 
tion DVD and Blu-Ray versions are meant 
for hardcore fans, providing additional 
scenes, a terrific hour-long making-of 
documentary and a dozen webisodes. 
But it’s the HD-DVD release that really 
packs a wallop with a slew of exclusive 
next-gen interactive features. The biggest 
draw is a picture-in-picture feature that 
runs the length of the film, showing the 
movie sans special effects. Another inno- 
vative attraction is a choose-your-favou- 
rite-scenes feature that allows users to 
stitch together their own 300 montage. 





Heroes 

Season One 

Format: DVD, HD-DVD 

Studio: Universal 

Rating: k*x*k** 

This serial drama 


about average 
folk who sud- 
denly discover 


they have super- 
hero-like abilities 
took everyone 
by surprise last 
fall as it became 
one of the big- 
gest shows on TV, creating a hysterical 
buzz among viewers not seen since the 
early days of The Sopranos and Desper- 
ate Housewives. 

Heroes’ genius lies in the profoundly 
human problems suffered by its gifted 
protagonists. There’s the cop who can 
hear other people’s thoughts, but has a 
cheating wife and can't pass the detec- 
tive’s exam; the cheerleader who is un- 
killable, yet still vulnerable to date rape; 
and the painter who can see the future, 
but is addicted to drugs. In other words, 
it's a show about real people (which will 
attract an audience not normally drawn 
to far-fetched TV series) who happen 
to have unreal abilities (which will draw 
those viewers who are). 

Another of Heroes’ key differentiators is 
that its creators have wisely broken the 
trend started by other primetime soaps— 
I'm looking at you, Lost and Alias—of fail- 
ing to deliver adequate resolutions to 
major plotlines. While there are plenty 
of loose threads waiting to be explored 
in the second season, the first season 
of Heroes has its own dramatic arc 
and could almost stand alone as a com- 
plete story. 

Both the HD-DVD and DVD boxed sets 
offer up tons of deleted scenes and au- 
dio commentaries, a mind-reading mini- 
game, and several making-of featurettes. 
But the highlight of the bonus material is 
the original, unaired pilot, which brings 
to light a couple of story ideas that the 
creators were planning on introducing 
but eventually decided either to alter or 
completely abandon. It’s always fun to 
imagine what might have been. 


SEASON 





South Park 

The Complete Tenth Season 

Format: DVD 

Studio: Paramount 

Rating: kx*** 

Sadly, this won- 
derfully subver- 
sive adult car- 
toon tends to 
make headlines 
only when an 
episode _ ruffles 
the feathers of 
someone who 
“JT wields significant 
power—as happened in season nine’s 
Emmy-nominated “Trapped in the Clos- 
et” which painted Scientology as a batty 
cult and Tom Cruise as one of its most 
active (and homosexual) members. The 
episode allegedly led Cruise to threaten 
pulling Mission Impossible III advertise- 
ments on Viacom-owned stations, and 
resulted in Isaac Hayes, long-time voice 
of the character Chef and devout Scien- 
tologist, to quit. 

Never afraid of burning bridges, creators 
Trey Parker and Matt Stone open season 
ten with a side-splitting episode in which 
Chef is first depicted as a member of a 
secretive child molestation organization 
then gruesomely killed—a decidedly final 
(if not so fond) farewell for Mr. Hayes. 
As the season progresses, the brazen 
duo satirize everything pop culture, in- 
cluding television (they provide their take 
on The Family Guy), books (via a particu- 
larly hilarious episode that looks at the fi- 
asco that was A Million Little Pieces) and 
videogames (there is a pair of shows that 
focus on the launch of the Nintendo Wii 
and World of Warcraft). 

While Parker and Stone’s disdain for 
convention helps make them unusually 
gifted comedy writers, it also tends to bite 
special features hounds in the butt. The 
only extras worth mentioning on South 
Park — The Complete Tenth Season are 
the duo's signature one- to five-minute- 
long mini-commentaries, which, while 
insightful and funny, often stop short of 
coughing up as much information as fans 
might like. 
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Metroid Prime 3: Corruption 

Publisher: Nintendo Developer: Retro Studios 

Platform: Nintendo Wii ESRB rating: Teen 

hub rating: kK*k***4 

The Metroid Prime trilogy, a complete re-thinking of the successful Metroid 
formula that started in 1986 comes to an end with Corruption. While 
we're sad to see the storyline end, it’s a fitting eulogy to a series whose 
impressive scope and innovative gameplay step well beyond the bounds 
of the traditional first person shooter (FPS). 

Nintendo's Wii Remote takes centre stage, lending its unique control 
scheme to the game and creating a perfect marriage of console FPS, PC 
mouse control and arcade light gun game. 

As players progress, they're afforded suit upgrades, new weapons and 
abilities that open up new levels and planets to explore. The occasionally 
frustrating, puzzle-filled level design that is the series’ signature returns 
making Metroid Prime 3: Corruption much more than just a run-and-gun 
shooter. 

It's a near perfect meeting of excellent control, ingenuous level design, 
interesting story and risk/reward gameplay. 

Now if they'd just added some sort of multi-player option. Seriously. Even 
two-player split-screen would be welcome. As much fun as the single 
player game brings to the table, lack of a multiplayer option seems a 
serious and at times, overshadowing slight. 


Dead Head Fred 


Publisher: D3 Publisher Developer: Vicious Cycle 
Platform: PlayStation Portable (PSP) 
ESRB rating: Mature hub rating: k*x*** 
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Blood 
Strong Language 
Violence 





I XBOX 360" 


THIS FALL 


check www.thecreedchallenge.ca for updates beginning Oct 05, 2007 


17+ 











UBISOFT 


www.ubi.com/ca 
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braun Fulisonic 
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10,000 micro-vibrations per minute 


The new Braun Pulsonic is the world’s 
first shaver powered by sonic technology. 
lt oscillates from left to right to reduce 
skin friction by 14 percent and provides 
10,000 micro-vibrations per minute to help 
expose and shave more hair. The pivoting 
head will cut hair with 100 percent of its 
surface. This shaver automatically charges, 
cleans, lubricates and dries. With daily 
use, one cleaning cartridge will last two 
to three months with the included docking 
station. Frequent travelers need not worry 
about power convertors, as the SmartPlug 
automatically adjusts between 100-240 
volts. Two models are available, priced at 
$279.99 and $339.99. The high-end model 
offers a “fast clean” mode that will clean the 
shaver in 25 seconds. 







































a 


FEIN IE OLS 
a Macs ae = 
OS ey) ba o 
mem - i, Seber 
Ae a aa 
. 
> 


a 
Pi 


Ale teed 


TOE eras ee AE ON SE, ISTE, Pes OND PRO POPE nnn 
*5 


~oente teterd eure deuteealees ioe ate 


4 
e3 — ei 
~ ees og ees. 
mad idee 8 . 
7 oe 


7 rese 47%, ve sist 


pve. 


 eeteeaiataentinte ete eau ieee de ada 
os ‘Raho e it et oy 
: - a 9 4 f—! f all 
i BSE ee aa epee 
Ps 7’ T 


0.3.um blade tip 


Panasonic’s Hydra Clean shaver series will 
automatically charge, clean and dry using a 
~ water-activated detergent. for gentle skin. 
An indicator light on the docking station 
glows when it's time to change the cleaning 
cartridge. Using nano technology,. this 
~ shaveralso touts the world’s sharpest blade, ~» 
Ss with the tip of the inner blade sharpened to = 
f= .  - RO.3.Um. The motor outputs 13,000 RPM 
i and the pivoting head has a 30 degree tip. It 
takes one hour to fully charge, but a “quick 
charge” feature supplies ‘enough power ~~ 
Be __-in five minutes for a quick shave. There’s 
ie fe "=. also an automatic dual-voltage conversion — 
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= system for traveling overseas. Threemodels ~ * 
wae are” available, The top-of-the-line ES-8828, oo 
“priced at $329.95, features the. ‘Nano 
<lechiplogy. blade. ne aa 
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Going below the belt 


The Philips Bodygroom 
($59.95, shaveeverywhere. 
ca) will trim and remove 
hair from any part of your 
body. It’s cordless, fully 
waterproof and features a 
hypoallergenic foil. 





“Five tips for the best 
electric shave, ever 


Shave before showering. 
You will get a closer shave if 
your skin is free of moisture. 


Shave against the direction 
of your beard growth. Hold 
the shaver at a right angle, 
90 degrees to the skin and 
use light, gentle strokes 
while slightly stretching your 
skin. Avoid pressing hard or 
repeatedly going over the 
same area. 


Hydrate your skin after 
shaving with an after-shave 
balm or moisturizer. 


Keep your electric razor 
clean and lubricated. 


Replace your foil and 
blades every 18 months 
or when indicated by your 
shaver. 


"Courtesy of Braun 


| Madden NFL 08 


a i OE i ee ailable o Playstation 3, Xbox 360, PC, Wii, 
otew cia) allie Playstation 2, Xbox, GameCube. 
Also available on Nintendo DS, PSP 
-\)\=) Electronic Arts 
EA Tiburon 
Everyone 


By Andrew Moore-Crispin . oS L | oS 1 | 
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Available on: 
Publisher: 
Developer: 
ESRB rating: 


2K Sports’ titles have traditionally stressed 
real-life simulation, bringing a depth that 
can’t be found in any other football titles with 
a shelf price that is likewise tough to beat. 
The NFL license is sorely missed, however, 
and the game instead has to dredge the 
days of yore for recognizable players that 
don't infringe on the five-year exclusive deal 
that EA managed to snag. 

While a more current roster will be sorely 
missed by NFL fans, 2K has managed to get 
over 200 legends of the game (read: retired 
players no longer bound to the NFL or its 
licensing deals) including cover athletes 
John Elway, Jerry Rice and Barry Sanders. 
It's a creative solution to a difficult situation 
but it’s still not an adequate substitute for 
the license. 

The sim football action is still the most 
realistic on the block and the legends 
of the games make this a worthwhile 
accompaniment to EA's licensed games 
which are the only option where currency 
is concerned. 
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: Xbox 360, Playstation 3, 
Playstation 2, Xbox 

‘ Electronic Arts 

: EA Tiburon 
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Teens Super Bowl 
Nintendo Entertainment System, Super Nintendo, Xbox, 
Others - Tecinb Classic Arcade on your cell phone and in circa 
1980 arcades 
or/ Developer: - 9 
Not rated, pre-dates the ESRB 
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TECMO stadium 
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NFL Head Coach 


avchiie l= ei) Xbox, Playstation 2, GameCube : Xbox, Playstation 2, PC 


| Pee ileren =F (ce) al CoV | Electronic Arts 
§ 2/0 EA Sports Big EA Tiburon 
ESRB rating: S-'07e)i- ‘ Everyone 


It's all about gold grills, baggy street wear, painful hits, trash-talking and flair... oh, 
and milking that expensive NEL license for all it’s worth. There are no backyard 
_ pit bull fights as an unlockable mini-games, fortunately. 

The third installment in the NFL Street franchise continues with tradition and 
puts NFL stars in fast paced street football action with enough gameplay depth 
to retain interest but without the backroom managerial semantics that more 
_ true-to-life football games stress. It’s a last-gen title and it shows. The gameplay 
stands the test of time though. 

With dazzling aerial moves, on-field power-ups and the franchise's own 
Gamebreaker moves for both offensive and defensive displays, this is truly the 
meeting point of football sim and football arcade games. Since EA managed 
to finagle the exclusive NFL license and given that Midway's once iconic NFL 
Blitz arcade and console games were unceremoniously stripped of the right to 
use the NFL name even before that deal, it’s officially the only game in town for 
_ those that like their football action presented with a little more style and a lot 
_ more bone crushing. 
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Technology 


By Alicia Rewega 


Can you imagine a day when you're outdoors, it starts to rain, and 
instinctively your jacket extends an impermeable visor over your head? It 
may not be as far off as you think. 

Turkish fashion designer Hussein Chalayan might be ahead of his time, | : 
but the mastermind famous for merging fashion and technology recently se Fe 
wowed spectators at his Paris runway show with five dresses that ) b> 
automatically transformed in shape in style with computerized motors 
that closed zippers, gathered fabric, and raised hemlines. 

It’s not the first time technology has affected what we see on the 
runway, however. According to Vassilis Seferidis, Vice President of 
Product Management at Eleksen, “Technology has brought innovation 
to the fashion industry in three major ways: by producing yarns with 
unique properties to answer user requirements in more sophisticated 
ways, by developing new machines for producing textiles and 
by embedding technological elements in fabric for the creation of 
‘smart fabrics’ 

Nicholas Knouf, a research assistant at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology's (MIT) media lab, explains: “We now have computer- 
controlled systems for cutting and weaving fabric, as well as quicker 
distribution. Witness the phenomena of H&M, a company that can 
follow the trends and have a product on the racks in a space of a 
couple months, versus six to nine months only a decade ago.’ 

Among the advancements currently available to us are sensors used 
as keypads or navigation controls, heating and cooling elements for 
temperature control, and light emitting devices. A wonderful example of 
heating and cooling elements in fashion is the new fabrics being used 
for sports apparel. Just think, we now have the technology to control the 
volume of our iPods through sensors embedded in our jacket sleeves and ae : 
actually turn our backpacks into boom boxes by broadcasting the music S | be. error 
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from our mobile media players through speakers implanted in our bags. 4 a A i Was ine 

So, how does wearable technology benefit you? It improves safety for one. Te sie Ba: ibe 
“As personal communication devices are becoming more expensive, the need 
to securely store your expensive gadget away from praying eyes increases; 
says Seferidis. Convenience is another advantage. “[Fashion technology] 
provides us with easier access and control of your personal electronics through Rhy 
an intuitive interface.’ And finally, just like all fashion, wearable technology ae Wey Pe ie 
boosts personal expression. “Wearable technology adds a huge ‘cool’ factor Wed 
contributing to a fashionable image; says Seferidis. 

But there's a fine line between convenience and complication, says Knouf. “Does 
the addition of technology improve or beter our fashion desires, or complicate Mee PISA EE LO 
things needlessly?" he asks. "Personally, | think there is little advantage in having MAE e Waa Ai? aN 
an LCD screen on my body. Many of these advancements are technological AOA Aa 
examples of explorations, not necessarily designed for a commercial product.” 

Knouf predicts that in the near future, many progressions in fashion technology will 
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remain behind the scenes, such as changes in process, distribution, and materials. MM ELLE ae Ah Meda . 

Although these changes will not be as obvious as, say, an automated head covering SUAS Ai MAKES, eH bi Ud 
é; WL A AL hee? cAtap 

for rain, they will change how we purchase clothing, choose what to wear, and NUR sie iA TE 
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participate in various activities based on the fact that they'll be more enjoyable LY ae Wie Wa: Ht 
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because of different fabric. | Y Af 
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MusicStyle suit with Eleksen 
ElekTex 


www.bagir.com 


Zegna Sport iJacket 


www.zegna.com 


Audex Cargo Jacket 


www.store.motorola.com 


Audex Ordinance Padded hat 


premermsamnamanit zi : www.store.motorola.com 
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H.3 Series Video Backpack 


www.oneilleurope.com/h3 
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Nike+ Shoes 


www.nike.com 
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WIN a 
SanDisk Sansa e280 




















This compact, 8GB player features a user replaceable 
battery that’s good for 20 hours of continuous playback. 
Using the memory expansion slot, you can supplement 
the 8GB internal storage space with inexpensive MicroSD 
cards. You can also watch video clips and view 

photos on the vibrant 1.8-inch TFT colour screen. 

This Plays for Sure player also features a digital FM tuner 
and can record radio to the internal memory. A built-in 
microphone is perfect for making a quick note 
or recording a meeting or lecture. 

An attractive alloy case keeps this sleek 
player safe and is resistant 


to scratching. 


visit hubcanada.com to enter 





At Iristel we know that perception is everything. Business deals are often made or lost based on the size of your 
company. Asmaller company may appear to some as not strong enough to compete for their business, even though a 
smaller, more efficient operation, is often the best route to go. 


With IRISTEL's new all in one hosted solution your firm will have the same high level telecommunication resources aS 
the large multinationals. 


Where else can you get the following great services, all for an affordable fixed rate? 


Hosted Auto Attendant -: High Speed DSL - A Fully Featured Business Line 
Virtual Fax Line - IP Phone - Long Distance Minutes 


«Hosted Auto Attendant allowing numerous locations and 
extensions to be behind the same IVR umbrella, regardless of where 


these locations and extensions are located. @ Unlimited Extended Local Service 


an a ee Sees nee ® 2,750 North American Long Distance Minutes 
¢Simultaneous/Sequential Calling: add all of your contac , 
numbers, mobile or landline from any provider, into your profile and @ High Speed DSL internet, with Static IP 

oycon vice (=No)al NA vaT=MalU al ol=im COMV(ol0] mel) olan(-lesuol-¥-lee=s-/el(Mueneiicime © New Polycom Soundpoint 301 IP Telephones 


alt fol 1t) @ Preconfigured and easy to install 


¢Online Portal: eliminate expensive service calls to PBX @ Virtual Fax Line (Fax-to-Email - Email-to-fax) 
Technicians by accessing your profile no matter where you are by 


utilizing an easy to use online portal. 95 * 
«Phone Jockeying: As different projects arise you may often find Starting at per seat 


yourself sitting at different desks. Now, all you need to do is login with per month 
your credentials and the phone is yours! 





lristel is a licenced domestic and international telecommunications service provider. Actual pricing may vary depending on the number of users under the service agreement, 
price quoted is for 25-50 users. *Price includes 2,750 minutes of North American Calling (exceptions: Mexico, Caribbean, N.W.T., Yukon, Alaska, Nunavut, Greenland and 
Hawaii), use of a Polycom Soundpoint 301 IP Phone (upgrades are available), Hosted Auto Attendant, a High Speed DSL Connection with a Static IP, and a Virtual Fax. No 
setup or installations fee, shipping and handling fee will apply. 

For amore personalized quote please contact one of out Enterprise Solutions experts at customercare@iristel.ca or visit us at www. iristel.ca/enterprisesolutions 


Smart SolutionsShouldn'tCostaFortune! = ts 
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Next 
issue 


The good old hockey game, 

It's the best game you can name. 
And the best game you can name 
is the good old hockey game. 





Jason Spezza talks NHL video games 


hub: consumer electronics & more’s 
hockey game round up 


Oh take me where the hockey players, 
face off down the rink. 

And the Stanley Cup 

is all filled up, 

for the champs who win the drink! 
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Introducing The Primus AW Backpack 


Adjustable Glide-Lock™ 
system and Hideaway 
Tripod Holder attaches 
tripods or outdoor 
accessories. 


Exterior fabric is made from 100% 
post consumer recycled Cyclepet® 


On Thin Ice — 
OUP Teas 





Side zippered pocket 
allows for fast access 
to camera and lenses 
without removing 
the bag. 


Pack rotates while 
worn for access to 
expandable, large 
Capacity camera 
compartment. 





www.lowepro.com. 
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2 new fragrancés. one for him..one for her. Calvin Klein 


In 2 ys epee | 
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